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Rensselaer Annual Fund Talking Points  
 

The Rensselaer Annual Fund:  The Most Important Gift You Can Make! 

 

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute is a world-class institution in large part because of alumni 

support.  Gifts to the Annual Fund give donors a stake in the future of Rensselaer students and in 

the future of Rensselaer.  Every dollar invested in the Rensselaer Annual Fund is invaluable.   

 

Gifts to the Rensselaer Annual Fund offer a number of ways to help Rensselaer students.  

These include support for financial aid, scholarships, fellowships, teaching, research, 

athletics, student life programs and activities and additional learning opportunities.  Gifts of 

any size can make a difference for our students.   

 

Gifts to the Rensselaer Annual Fund help to provide needed support for today’s students.  By 

making your gift, you are demonstrating your belief in the importance of a Rensselaer education.   

 

Rensselaer is poised at a time of great opportunity. As new technologies drive the economy and 

shape society, our historic mission and our core academic strengths position us to capitalize on 

this technological revolution. 

 

The demand for leaders in science and technology only grows as we explore solutions for energy 

security, green technology, the effects of climate change, clean water and food supply, and 

global health challenges.   

 

Gifts to the Rensselaer Annual Fund are an investment in our students—our future technological 

workforce, and will give our students the foundation they need to explore and solve these global 

challenges.  

 

The support of our alumni, parents, and friends also enables us to provide student scholarships, 

vital financial aid dollars, award-winning student programs, in addition to and a world-class 

technological education for our students.  For example: 

 

Financial Aid and Scholarships 

 

 Approximately ninety-six percent of our students receive some sort of financial aid, 

either merit or need-based.   

 With the continued support of our alumni for the Rensselaer Annual Fund, Rensselaer 

can continue to expand financial aid and the resources available to our students.  Your 

generosity can make a real difference for a student attending Rensselaer! 
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The Student Experience 

 

 Our award-winning student programs—specifically our First-Year Experience 

programs—provide an enriching student experience.  Gifts to the Rensselaer Annual 

Fund help fund these experiences—our students at Rensselaer today participate in a 

dynamic, exciting campus with a number of opportunities and programs!   

 

Undergraduate Research 

 

 The Rensselaer Annual Fund also helps to support important undergraduate research 

opportunities at Rensselaer.  Rensselaer strongly encourages undergraduate students from 

all five schools to take part in the Institute’s vibrant research enterprise. The 

Undergraduate Research Program (URP) at Rensselaer is in place to help students 

identify and facilitate research opportunities. Examples of undergraduate research at RPI 

include: 

 Learning advanced cell biology and biochemistry techniques with an eye to 

developing new ways of fighting cancer. 

 Designing and installing a solar power and battery backup system for a rural school 

in Haiti. 

 Contributing to an open-source, distributed-computing program that aims to map the 

Milky Way Galaxy. 

 

http://undergrad.rpi.edu/update.do?catcenterkey=77
http://www.rpi.edu/magazine/june2009/immersion_science.html
http://green.rpi.edu/archives/esw/index.html

