
Here are a few tips that may be helpful when asking for a Patroon-level or increased gift:  

 

 Please encourage alumni/ae close to the Patroon Society level - $2,500 or more – to step up to this 

level of distinction.  Most people are flattered to know that they are approaching this level of 

leadership giving.   

 

 For those who already give at the Patroon level, you may want to promote the different giving levels 

within the Patroon Society and ask donors to strive for the next higher echelon above their current 

leadership level.  The six leadership giving levels are: 

 

 The President’s Circle - $25,000 or more 

 The Innovators             - $20,000-$24,999 

 The Trailblazers           - $15,000-$19,999 

 The Pathfinders            - $10,000-$14,999 

 The Explorers               - $5,000-$9,999 

 The Surveyors              - $2,500-$4,999 

For current students and young alumni/ae, membership is based on years since 

graduation: 

 Student:     $100 

 0-4 yrs:      $250 

 5-9 yrs:      $500 

 10-14 yrs:  $1000 

 

 Multi-year pledge:  You may try offering the flexibility of a multi-year pledge where a donor 

commits to a leadership- level gift spread over a number of years ($20,000 over four years leading 

up to a reunion would be a good example). 

 

 Corporate match: Your classmate, or that person's spouse or partner, may work for a firm that 

matches gifts of employees. Ask about this and urge the donor to give the very best possible gift "for 

each dollar you increase, a corporate match will mean two or more to Rensselaer."   

 

 Reunion: If this is a reunion year for the donor you are calling, ask him/her to contribute an 

increased amount "because of your N
th
  Reunion." Alumni often double or triple their gift in honor 

of a reunion year. If you are in a reunion year and you increased your gift for the occasion, say so – 

and explain why you did.   

 

 Finally, if you have recently increased your own Annual Fund gift, 

consider sharing your story and the reasons why you care about 

Rensselaer enough to make that increase. 

 


