
September 6, 2013 

 

Dear Volunteers,  

 

Please accept my most sincere “Thank you!” for your loyalty to and support of Rensselaer.  With my one-year 

anniversary just two days away, I have the opportunity to reflect back on a fantastic, interesting, challenging, 

busy and productive year with Rensselaer.  I can honestly say that working with this team of volunteers has 

been one of the major highlights of my experience here.  I have enjoyed meeting more than two-thirds of you 

in person and I plan to get out to shake the rest of your hands this coming year!   

With the semester just kicking off, our students continue to meet the academic challenges of a Rensselaer 

education, as well as participate in many activities to round out their student experience. As a volunteer, you 

have a unique opportunity to share information with your fellow alumni. Here are some fun and interesting 

facts about the incoming class at RPI: 

 The incoming class comprises 1,424 new students, 440 of whom are women representing 31% of the 

class. 

 This year, the Office of Undergraduate Admissions received a record total of 16,150 freshman 

applications – up 6% over applications last year.  Since 2005, applications have grown 190%. 

 First-year students hail from 46 states, DC, Guam and Puerto Rico.  Additionally, 127 international 

students joining Rensselaer reinforce the Institute’s global reach and global impact. 

 70 incoming freshman were valedictorians or salutatorians of their high school. 

 145 incoming freshman received a perfect 800 SAT critical reading, math or writing score. 

 The freshman class includes entrepreneurs in the non-profit, education and web application design 

fields; a USA Triathlon team member; a two-time national sand castle construction winner; and a 

champion race car driver. 

 181 incoming students are recipients of the Rensselaer Medal. 

There is so much going on around campus and the extent of positive change directly linked to the continued 

implementation of The Rensselaer Plan 2012-2024 is considerable and impressive.  The brag list is long, but 

today I thought I would share (included in your packets) two of Dr. Jackson’s most recent speeches, the latest 

Polytechnic, and the current Inside Rensselaer publication.   Please bookmark RPI’s website (rpi.edu) to find 

out the latest and greatest news coming out of your alma mater. 

Now, on to the business of Patroon Society volunteering! 

Please begin making your gift asks as soon as possible.  For many this will mean sending introductory letters 

or emails followed by phone calls.  Others may go straight to the phones!  You can find sample letters, phone 

scripts, talking points and more on our online volunteer toolkit.  You can navigate to this page through the 

Annual Giving section of the www.rpi.edu/giving site.  I will also email you a direct link to the online toolkit.  

This first round of Patroon solicitations will run from September 16
th
 through October 18

th
 and I would ask 

that you update me with responses and notes from your calls on a regular basis, as you make them.  Please 

have your final notes and records back to me by Tuesday, November 1
st
.  

http://www.rpi.edu/giving


We, as a volunteer group, have set the ambitious goal of raising $1.2 million toward the overall goal of $4.6 

million for the Annual Fund this year. Patroons play a huge part in reaching our goals!  Your work as a 

volunteer is critically important to this effort, and it is greatly valued by all of us here at Rensselaer.    

I am confident that you have thought about making a personal contribution to Rensselaer this year, and I know 

you want to give generously.  Please consider making an annual Patroon-level gift this year.  I encourage you 

to make your gift first and lead by example.  Asking other alumni to join you in contributing to the Annual 

Fund is a powerful way to ask for a gift.  A new goal for this program is to have 100% of Patroon Volunteers 

make their FY14 gift or pledge by the end of December!  Please know that we are grateful for your support, as 

every dollar is important and meaningful to our students. If you would like to make your gift today, I am 

enclosing a pledge card for your convenience.  If you would like to record your pledge today (and pay by the 

end of the fiscal year, June 30
th
 2014) please call or email me directly and I will record your pledge. 

Additionally, we have many giving options, including our secure website if you choose to make your gift 

online, multi-year pledge opportunities, and the ability to spread payments throughout the year. Please let me 

know if I can be of any assistance in taking advantage of these options. Thank you in advance for your support. 

Should you have any questions, comments or suggestions please contact me at hethej@rpi.edu or 518-276-

2325.  I look forward to a productive and fulfilling year of Patroon Society fundraising! 

 

Warm Regards, 

 

 

Janine Hetherington 

Office of Annual Giving 
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