
With Rensselaer Annual Fund 

Support, Rensselaer Students: 

 

• Receive scholarships and competitive 

financial aid packages— ninety-six 

percent of Rensselaer students receive 

some sort of financial aid. Your gift 

today can make the difference for a 

student to continue their education at 

Rensselaer. 

 

• Experience a world-class 

undergraduate education of undisputed 

intellectual rigor  

 

• Participate in award-winning student 

programming 

 

• Take part in undergraduate research 

and study abroad programs 

 

• Collaborate with our talented and 

dedicated faculty, and so much more 
 

Rensselaer Annual Fund Talking Points 

Our Mission and The Rensselaer Plan 

Since our founding in 1824, we have dedicated 

ourselves to instructing our students in “the 

application of science to the common purposes of 

life.” Today, Rensselaer is uniquely poised to 

embrace and solve the grand challenges of the 21
st
 

century. These global challenges include the urgent 

need for answers to global concerns around 

resources, the environment, the economy, and 

security.  

 

Guided by The Rensselaer Plan, and supported by 

our alumni/ae and the greater Rensselaer family, we 

are continuing to secure our place as a world-class 

technological research university for a new century 

with global reach and global impact. 

 

Right now, Rensselaer students are preparing to 

solve these global challenges through a focus on 

excellence, leadership, and community. The demand 

for leaders in science and technology continues to 

grow as we explore solutions for energy security, 

health care, sustainable supplies of food and water, 

and the environment. We continue to graduate 

students who are prepared to lead and to make a 

difference in these and other arenas.  

 

The Rensselaer Annual Fund 

The Rensselaer Annual Fund provides a world-class educational experience to our students, and 

prepares each one of them to meet the demands and challenges of the 21
st
 century. Our historic 

mission and our core academic strengths are what make a Rensselaer education so relevant 

today. 

 

Rensselaer Annual Fund gifts are the most important dollars for the Institute and for our 

students. Every dollar invested in the Rensselaer Annual Fund is invaluable. 

 

Investing in Students and Faculty 

Today’s students are tomorrow’s engineers, research scientists, inventors, innovators, leaders, 

and entrepreneurs. It is more important than ever to support these students in order to meet the 

nation’s growing need for scientific and technical talent.  

 



Faculty members take pride in their dedication to teaching — demonstrating a commitment to 

excellence in teaching that always has been a hallmark of a Rensselaer education. They are 

preparing our students for the application of science to the common purposes of life.  

 

Your gift to the Rensselaer Annual Fund will help us to continue to invest in the academic 

quality of Rensselaer, as exemplified by our students, and by our faculty. 

 

The Rensselaer Annual Fund enables us to recruit and retain talented students and faculty. 

It provides an academically rich and diverse environment for our students to learn and 

succeed, and it prepares them to become the next generation of global leaders in science, 

engineering, and technology.  

 

Alumni Participation: Pride in Rensselaer Can Inspire Others 

 

 The philanthropic support of our alumni is an important indicator of your belief in the 

educational mission of Rensselaer. Alumni participation is one of the factors that 

organizations such as U.S.News & World Report consider in determining a university’s 

ranking and the quality of a school.  

 

 Prospective students and their parents view donor participation as a measure of alumni 

satisfaction with their education. By giving to the Rensselaer Annual Fund, alumni are 

demonstrating pride in their alma mater, and are inspiring others to contribute to the 

success of each student. 

 

Leadership Giving: A Gift from One Generation to the Next 

 

 Today, the student experience at Rensselaer builds on innovation and leadership, inside 

and outside of the classroom. Patroon-level gifts to the Rensselaer Annual Fund help to 

create and inspire the next generation of innovators and leaders, and significantly help to 

bridge the yearly gap between tuition and the full cost of a high-quality technological 

education. 

 

 Just as important, gifts to the Rensselaer Annual Fund help to support students directly 

with financial aid and scholarship dollars. These gifts are an investment in these students 

— our future alumni. They are a gift from one generation to the next. 

 

 Your gift to the Annual Fund gives you a stake in the future of our students and in the 

future of Rensselaer. The power to make a difference in the lives of our students is in 

your hands. Please join us today! 


